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Introduction:
• Pond snails (Physa acuta) detect predatory 
cues given off by crayfish, one of their main 
predators, in the water. 
• Snails show avoidance behaviors such as 
floating on top of the water or shrinking into 
their shell to avoid being eaten. 
• Snails have also been shown to alter their 
shell shape to avoid predation 
Research Question:
Does early exposure to predator cues change the 




• The findings show that the early 
exposure to predator cues did not affect 
snail behavior later in life.
• Snail behavior was affected differently 
being predator cue and control water
• Looking forward to future research, 
exposing the snails more often in early 
life may change these results. 
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